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Notes from Table Conversations 

Do you think the community should be involved in educating our children? If so, how? List your ideas for involvement 

at each level. 

 Birth ς Pre-K 

o After-school care promoting homework 

o All-day kindergarten 

o Awareness and measurement systems 

o Birth-care for the child  

o Can hospitals possibly help? 

o Churches have a vital role. 

o Collaboration between libraries, 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΧ  

o Connect with hospitals early on for 

appropriate information on literacy 

intervention 

o DoctorsΩ offices ς they test 

development so they should be 

interested in this. 

o 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ōŀōƛŜǎ ς read to babies 

o Educate parents that reading is important 

o Get grandparents involved 

o Mentor parents/educate parents 

o Nationally accredited childcare 

o Need more education to the community.  

o New Hope United Methodist Church pre-school 

o Parenting classes 

o Parents as Teachers 

o Promote existing services like the Literacy 

Coalition 

o Rewards for participating 

o Standard pre-school curriculum 

o Talking to the child 

 K-8 grade 

o Adopt a school program for businesses 

could be expanded. 

o After school programs 

o Are the schools willing to partner with 

the communities and provide mentors?  

o Diversified instruction 

o DO NOT put all students in a box 

o DO NOT teach to minimum standards 

o Introduce college earlier 

o Kids more open when younger. Reach 

them when they are younger. 

o Mentoring in after school hours to support 

learning 

o Mentoring programs 

o Parent participation and extended family 

o Promote public libraries! 

o Reason/motivation to engage in schooling 

o Share career stories/information in the schools 

o They are already working on these issues. The 

solutions will work ς now, we just have to get 

them through the doors. 

 9 ς 12 grade 

o 21st Century Scholars Program ς Every 

child needs Scholar program and an 

accomplished, positive role model 

o Address gifted students in the pipeline 

o Appropriate assessments that inform an 

instructional path 

o /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

optional. 



o 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŀǎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ 

test scores and standards 

o Make parents aware of all options 

including Ivy Tech in a positive way. 

o Mentoring  

o Parenting classes for parents of teenagers 

o Understand other cultures, for example, USA vs. 

South Korea 

 

What do you think are the most pressing challenges facing the schools in our community? 

 Diminishing resources 

 The dissemination of misinformation regarding the value of public education 

 Unfunded mandates 

 Unsubstantiated criticism of decisions school leaders make regarding school finance issues 

 We need people to understand it is cheaper to fund these interventions than to fund poverty 

 

Thank you to Anderson University and the Chamber of Commerce for their continued support of the Leadership 

Academy of Madison County, and a special thank you to Commuƴƛǘȅ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ event at the 

beautiful Madison Park Church of God auditorium. 

 

 

 

 

 


