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Planting The Seed….......Sometimes life has its defining moments. Little snippets in time 
when you can look back and think, “It all started when…”  And, that was 
the beginning of something great. The Pendleton Community Garden 
has one of those moments. It was when Tyler Gough stepped into my office 
and said, “Let’s start a community garden.”   

And, so we did.

The Pendleton Community Garden is a project of the Pendleton 
Community Public Library. The Garden is located in front of Brown’s 
pool in Pendleton. The land belongs to Falls Park whose Board was 
generous in turning over a plot of grass so that we could start a 
community garden.  Spanning 1/4 acre, The Garden incorporates 
27 plots.  Local volunteers lease personal plots at no charge.  
They can grow whatever they like for their friends and family, 
provided that they tend to an adjacent plot that grows food 
for their neighbors in need.  

On Saturday mornings, volunteer harvesters are up before the 
sun, picking tomatoes, peppers, potatoes, and even peanuts. 
There is no “middle man” here.  Volunteers plant vegetables, 
many which are started at the local prison. To put it simply, 
they grow. Harvesters get fresh produce ready for a Saturday 
morning delivery to the Ingalls Food Pantry, located at the 
South Madison Christian Church. The pantry opens at 10:00 a.m., and 
by 9:45 the delivery has been made. What is delivered  is high-quality, 
organic produce, fresh as it can possibly be…nothing short of what you’d find 
at the local farmer’s market. The eggplant is so shiny, it looks like it’s been 
waxed. The potatoes are some of the biggest you’ve ever seen. And, the  heirloom 
tomatoes, in all of their varying shapes and sizes, display nearly every color 
of the rainbow.  

Since its inaugural year in 2009, The Pendleton Community Garden has continued to 
thrive and expand. It’s become the pride of Pendleton, and interest in the project 
extends well beyond the local community. This year, with the help of The South 
Madison Community Foundation, The United Way, and The Friends of the Pendleton 
Community Public Library, The Garden has expanded its philanthropic efforts. In an 
era of library closings and budget cuts, the Pendleton Library is launching something 
new, completely funded by grant money. It’s an outreach effort that incorporates not 
only basic library services, but also the delivery of fresh produce from the 
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2010-2011 LAMC and YLA Sponsors
They make it happen

Legacy
$5000 – Above

Anderson University
Saint John’s Health System

Trustee
$2500 - $4999

Community Hospital of Anderson
W.R. Dunkin & Son, Inc.

 Hoosier Park Racing & Casino
Madison County Chamber - MCC

Bobbette and Tom Snyder

Visionary
$2000 - $2499

The Boze Foundation
VISION NOW innovative consulting

YLA Class of 2011

Fellow
$1500 - $1999

Madison County Federal Credit Union
Daniel P. Thompson 

Thompson & Assoc. of Merrill Lynch

Distinguished
$1000 - $1499

Cornell Family Foundation
Scott Hamer

Ivy Tech Community College
Pepelea, Insurance & Investments, LLC

The Herald Bulletin
Red Gold, Inc.

Tire Barn Warehouses
Ricker’s

Pam and Roger Shoot

Sustaining
$500 - $999

Anderson/Mad Co Visitors & 
Convention Bureau, Inc

Central Indiana Orthopedics, PC
Connecticut Electric

Continental, Inc.
Creative Real Estate - Roger Shoot

E & B Paving, Inc.
First Merchants Bank

Flagship Enterprise Center
Marion L. Hovermale

The HydroTech Corporation, Inc.
Beverly and Joseph Kilmer

Key Bank Foundation
krM Architecture

Peggy and Phil Lavelle
Jeanne and Tim Lee

Robert D. Loose Funeral Home, Inc.
MainSource Bank

MYERS and FORD Autoworld, Inc.
Daphne and Andy Pell

Perfecto Tool & Engineering Co., Inc.
Sandlin and Company, LLC

St. Vincent Mercy Hospital of Elwood 
STAR Financial Bank
Ann and James Yates

Member
$250 - $499

Anderson Federation of Teachers
Terri and Mike Austin
The Baird Foundation

R.W. Baird & Co., Inc. - John Collier
Bestway Cleaners

Bethany Pointe Health Campus
Blu Falls Arts and Events Center

Broadway Press
And/Mad County Assoc of Realtors 

- AMCAR 
Brown-Butz-Diedring Funeral Home

Carbide Grinding, Inc. - Susan & Bob Pensec
Carpenter Realtors

Collision Cure Body Werks - Anderson
Creative Dining Services - AU

Donahue Gas, Inc.
Jan and Gary Edwards

Financial Enhancement Group
Cathy and Jack Fulda

Indiana CARPET ONE Flooring & Home 
Key Bank

Keystone Woods Assisted Living Community
Kiwanis of West Anderson

Madison County Community Foundation
Miller Huggins, Inc.

PNC BANK - Anderson/Madison County
ProCare Rehabilitation 
of Community Hospital

St. Vincent Mercy Foundation - Elwood
South Madison Community Foundation

TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHY
Tim’s Tire & Auto - Deborah & Tim Dunham

Worldwide Battery Company, LLC

~~~~~~~~

“The vision of America is based on a  
common purpose and a common concern. 
Our hope of greatness is based on our 
vision. Previous generations of Americans 
worked at solving their problems to survive 
or to stave off tyranny. Today, effort will be 
required to keep society vital. The future 
will only meet our expectations.” 
                              - John Gardner
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community garden. With the assistance of the local Township 
Trustees, the Pendleton Community Public Library has launched 
its Read ‘n’ Feed initiative.  Read ‘n’ Feed consists of a modest 
cargo trailer, stocked with library materials, non-perishable 
food, and fresh, organic produce harvested from the Pendleton 
Community Garden. The trailer is towed by Greg Valentine, 
Green Township Trustee, who volunteers his time to go out 
once a week. Each week, the trailer makes three stops, inviting 
people on board to take food and check out materials from the 
library.  

Read ‘n’ Feed made its maiden voyage on the evening of June 
15th. I was there. And, even though we only had a handful of 
people on board, serving that first family in Markleville was one 
of the most rewarding moments of my career.

During my drive home from that first evening after working on 
the Read ‘n’ Feed trailer, I had to reflect on how we got here. I 
thought about all of the hard work of our volunteers. I thought 
about all of our generous supporters and partners. I thought 
about the people who really benefited from the project. And, I 
thought about Tyler.  His great idea. His countless hours in the 
oppressive sun, planting…mowing…watering….  But, mostly 
I thought of that defining moment, three years ago, when  
Tyler Gough walked into my office and said, “Let’s start a 
community garden.”

written by Lynn Hobbs 
Leadership Academy Alum - Class of 2008

DIRECTOR OF PENDLETON COMMUNITY LIBRARY
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Your’re Invited
CONNECT with LAMC graduates at this

ALUMNI NETWORKING EVENT
and

WELCOME the Class of 2012!
 

 LAMC Alumni, YLA Alumni (over 21), 
LAMC Class of 2012, spouses and guests

 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
 

Hoosier Park (across from Johnny Rockets) 
 

 Free to attend. Cash bar available.
 

RSVP Required  
Contact Bobbette Snyder 

765-641-3863 
or bsnyder@anderson.edu.
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Lauren Donahue
YLA Rep Class of 2012

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Pam Shoot 

LAMC (Adult) and YLA (Youth) Programs
Max Butcher

Remy Inc., YLA Advisor
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Jill Guion 
AU-School of Adult Learning                
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Vine & Branch, Inc.

Erik Vohs
Key Bank

LAMC NEWSLETTER
Kerrie Aborn, AU Adult Education

Patsy York, Broadway Press
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In 1993, Tim Parry who was 12, and Jonathan Ball, age 3, were killed by an IRA bomb in 
Warrington, England. Tim’s parents, Colin and Wendy, were determined that Tim’s death 
would not be in vain so they started the Peace Center in Warrington in 1995. 
Originally the Center was focused on bringing the children of England 
and Northern Ireland together to deal with conflict resolution 
without resorting to violence, the very thing that had killed their 
son. The Center has expanded their programs over the years to 
include an international clientele of both children and young adults. 
You can learn more about their work at www.foundation4peace.org.

LAMC and YLA Alumni Connecting with the United Kingdom...PEACE
Written by Keith Trent, LAMC Class of 1998

As incoming president of the Anderson Rotary 
Club, I had the good fortune of hearing Colin Parry 
speak when he received the Rotary International 
World Understanding & Peace Award at the Rotary 
International convention in Osaka, Japan in June of 
2004. At that time, our club was planning a bi-cen-
tennial event for November, 2004 focused around 
peaceful homes, schools, workplaces and communi-
ties. I invited Colin and Wendy Parry to be part of 
our event and they accepted.

I developed a profound respect for what Colin and 
Wendy have been able to accomplish after the 
tragic death of their son. Colin and I have remained 
e-mail friends since 2004. My son, Collin, a 2000 
graduate of the Youth Leadership Academy, met 
Colin and Wendy when they were here and has be-
come an e-mail friend to Colin, primarily due to their 
shared love of soccer. Since Collin’s wife, Anna, 
needed to be in Prague for her job, they decided to 
celebrate their 5th anniversary with a trip to Europe 
including stops in London and Paris before arriving 
in Prague. While in London, they were able to spend 
a day with Colin and Wendy Parry. Needless to say, 
I was thrilled that my son and his wife were able to 
spend time with this remarkable couple.

Photo of Collin and Anna Trent and Colin and 
Wendy Parry with Big Ben in the background
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20122012

Marc Andrews
	 Anderson H.S.

Rebecca Arney
	 Pendleton Heights H.S.

Sarah Arney 
	 Pendleton Heights H.S.

Briana Ayers
	 Liberty Christian H.S.

Ashley Benefiel
	 Frankton H.S.

Luke Blanton
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.

Katie Boldman	
	 Lapel H.S.

Sarah Brenner
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.

Caleb Brown
	 Lapel H.S.

Kendrick Crisp
	 Anderson H.S.

Lauren Donahue
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.

Meg Fields
	 Lapel H.S.

Michael Finch
	 Liberty Christian H.S.

Steven Fletcher, III
	 Elwood H.S.

Michele Flores
	 Anderson H.S.

Hope Fred
	 Elwood H.S.

Matthew Harter
	 Anderson H.S.

Madeline Helpling
	 Elwood H.S.

Ashley Heruth
	 Anderson H.S.

Philip Horstmeyer
	 Lapel H.S.

Cody Hunt
	 Pendleton Heights H.S.

Emily Imel
	 Frankton H.S.

Morgan Jarvis
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.

Caulin Jones
	 Lapel H.S.

Lincoln Kyle
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.
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Blake Michael
	 Frankton H.S.

Abigail Miller
	 Liberty Christian H.S.

Aaron Minnick
	 Alexandria Monroe H.S.

Alexis Morris
	 Anderson H.S.

Baylor Mudd
	 Lapel H.S.

Stephanie Pritchett
	 Lapel H.S.

Danielle Robertson
	 Elwood H.S.

Thatcher Rouse
	 Liberty Christian H.S.

Zachary Scott
	 Anderson H.S.

Mitchell Smith
	 Pendleton Heights H.S.

Lauren Snyder
	 Guerin H.S.



Youth Leadership 
Camp…Learning, 
Leading, Challenges…
TEAMWORK
By: Stephanie Pritchett
YLA Class of 2012

When I first talked to the YLA members from last year, 
I did not believe it was possible to become so close 
to thirty-five strangers in only a single weekend. After 
experiencing Youth Leadership Academy camp for 
myself, I was surprised to find out how true it was. My 
weekend at YLA camp was easily the best weekend 
of my life. I am certain I will be able to carry the 
relationships I made and the lessons I learned with me 
throughout my entire life. 

Not only did I have an amazing time at camp, I also 
learned a ton. The challenges we took on while working 
on the ropes course gave us a whole new meaning to 
the word “teamwork”. It was imperative to work with 
every member of our team to accomplish the goals 
that were set up for us. Trust and communication were 
the main components to teamwork. Giving everyone a 
chance to have their ideas heard was one of the biggest 
challenges our group faced as a whole. As individuals, 
we all faced and overcame unique challenges. As the 
weekend wore on, I could see improvements our group 
made, individual improvements in each of my fellow 
members and improvements in myself. I know I can 
speak for every member of Youth Leadership Academy 
when I say that I cannot wait to help out our community 
with all of my new friends.

Camp Tecumseh – 
YLA Testimonial YLA 2011
By: Michael Finch

High ropes, low ropes, times of fellowship, and times of working with new 
friends is what characterized my first experience in being a member of 
Youth Leadership Academy for Madison county. On Friday the 22nd of July, 
I met thirty-five new people and memorized all of their names. This came 
as a shocker to me because I am usually not the best with remembering 
peoples’ names whom I have just met. Knowing these other students’ 
names is really what set me up, I believe, to have such great weekend at 
Camp Tecumseh. 
That Friday night my knowledge of how to have relationships with those 
around me and how to be a part of a team was completely redefined 
because of what I learned about myself and others. I learned that there 
are different kinds of leadership styles that don’t fit the mold of a typical 
picture of a leader that is quick to act and is full of exuberance, but are just 
as valuable and equal and should not be overlooked. Having knowledge 
that there are different kinds of leadership styles has allowed my eyes to 
be opened on how to work more effectively with a group of people heading 
toward a common goal and vision. 

Whenever I would participate in a group activity such as “The Giant’s 
Ladder,” knowing the names of the people around me allowed me to work 
with them in such a way that our relationship was founded on trust. I 
worked with a girl named Sarah, who was short in height as I was. Because 
of this, we had more of a difficult time reaching the crossbars of the Giant’s 
Ladder and climbing onto them. That situation pushed us toward working 
as a team in close proximity with each other and depending on one another 
for stability. All of the various lessons in this one activity, out of the many 
activities that our group of thirty-six students participated in, showed me 
how integral of a position being a leader can be. 
Overall, my weekend at Camp Tecumseh with our YLA team was amazing, 
challenging, and eye-opening! I learned valuable skills that I will continue to 
put into practice, because they are worth using. The wisdom I learned from 
our leaders is indispensible and I am so very thankful for the time that they 
invested into my life that weekend! Thank you so very much for all that you 
have done and will do in the future! 



Leaders Creating Future Leaders

Makenzie Grace Wandell
Age: 15 months
Favorite Food: Mac ‘n Cheese
She knows about 70 words in 
sign-language.
Mom: Marsanne Wandell,
Class of 2011

Brayden Allen Flint
Age: 19 months
Favorite Food: French Fries &    
 Chicken “Nuggies”
Braden loves going to 
Gymboree Play & Music class.
Mom: Kiersten Flint, Class of 2011

Madalynn Nicole Gosnell
Age: 16 months
Favorite Food: Fresh Fruit
She loves Donald Duck and playing 
patty-cake.
Grandparent: Patsy York, 
Class of 1997
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Alex & Will Ricker Roman & Oscar Happe Addison, Arabella, & Ruby Lavelle
Addison: Age 10
Favorite Activity: Building with 
Legos and Hunting
Arabella: Age 8, Favorite Food: 
Macaroni & Cheese
Favorite Activity: Swimming, 
Horseback Riding
Ruby: Age 3, Favorite Activity: 
Chewing Gum, Swimming & 
dressing up like a princess
Dad: Philip Lavelle, Jr., 
Class of 1999

Age: 1
Favorite Food: 
Anything he spies 
on someone else’s 
plate 
He loves 
following his big 
brother who he 
idolizes.

Age: 3
Favorite Food: 
Chocolate Ice 
Cream
He keeps busy 
finding bugs in 
the garden… & 
bringing them to 
mommy.

Age: 3
Favorite 
Food: 
Anything 
messy
He enjoys 
riding in 
Dad’s car.

Age: 5
Favorite Food: 
Peanut Butter 
& Marshmallow 
sandwich.
He likes
hunting for 
snakes.

Dad: Quinn Ricker, Class of 2010
Mom: Keri Happe, Class of 2011


