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Teach for Indiana Program 

An Alternative Route to Licensure for Career Changers 
 
The Teach for Indiana Program (TIP) is intended for an individual who has a desire to become a teacher.  This 
program has been specifically designed to recruit, prepare, and license talented individuals for teaching. 
Candidates must have a four-year baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution of higher education with a 
GPA of 3.0 overall and in their major area of study or a GPA of 2.5 overall and in their major, with five years of 
professional experience.  Candidates may select either elementary (K-6) or secondary (5-12) tracts. Candidates 
must pass a rigorous screening process which includes national tests, interviews, and a review of teaching-
related experiences. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the program design? 
The program is designed as a two-phase process.   

Phase I is a nine-month intensive program of educational coursework and field experiences which when 
successfully completed leads to an Indiana teaching license.   
• Elementary candidates complete 24 graduate credit hours. 
• Secondary candidates complete 18 graduate credit hours.   

 
Phase II culminates, should the candidate desire, in a Master of Education (M.Ed.) degree.  12 credit 
hours from the TIP coursework are credited to the 36 credit hours required for the MASTER’S degree. 
The 12 credit hours fulfill the M.Ed. electives, leaving only the core courses to complete.   
 

The two-phases are intended to equip the teacher for the classroom and provide continued support and 
professional development.  The TIP/Master of Education program allows candidates to combine licensure 
course requirements with the M.Ed. degree.   

 
What are the distinct features of the TIP program? 
The program includes but is not limited to the following: 

• A collaborative community of learners; 
• Program completion in nine months; 
• 19 weeks of full-day, field-based classroom immersion; 
• Recognition for prior professional experience; and 
• Low-interest loan options for financial support. 
 

What are the standards of this program? 
Both phases of the continuum are shaped by the teaching and learning indicators articulated in the state and 
national standards:   

• The developmental and content-specific Indiana Standards for Teachers,  
• The National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) Program Standards,  
• The Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (InTASC) Principles,  
• The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NPBTS) Core Propositions, and 
• Indiana’s Academic Standards for students. 
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What are the state testing requirements? 
Elementary candidates (K-5) must schedule and successfully pass, before entering the TIP program, three 
PRAXIS I tests: Pre-Professional Skills Tests (PPST).  The name of each test and its code number are:  
 PRAXIS I: PPST Reading (10710) 
 PRAXIS I: PPST Writing (20720) 
 PRAXIS I: PPST Mathematics (10730) 
 
In addition, elementary candidates must schedule and successfully pass two PRAXIS II tests at the conclusion 
of the 24 credit hours to be recommended for licensure: 

 PRAXIS II: Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment (10011)  
 PRAXIS II: Reading Specialist (0300) 

 
Secondary candidates (6-12) must schedule and successfully pass, before entering the TIP program, the 
PRAXIS I and II tests, that is, the Pre-Professional Skills Tests (PPST) as well as PRAXIS II in a specific 
specialty area.  Specialty areas offered at Anderson University are determined by the approved programs 
currently offered by the School of Education.  They include: 
 

Middle School/Senior High (Grades 6-12) Early Adolescence and Young Adult 
 

Specialty Area Praxis II Test Code Number 
Biology (Life Sciences) 0235 
Chemistry 0245 
English 10041 
French 0173 
Health 20550 
Mathematics 0061 
Music 0113 
Physical Education 0091 
Physics 0265 
Social Sciences: 
• Ecomonics  • Government 
• Psychology   • Sociology 
• U.S. History  •World Civilization 

10081 

Spanish 0191 
Visual Arts 0133 

 
When is the deadline to apply?  
Applicants interested in the Teach for Indiana Program at Anderson University should submit all 
requirements, including a $100 deposit, on or before May 1 of the year they wish to enter the program.    
 
What is the cost? 

Non-Refundable Application Fee: $100.00 
2010-2011 Tuition:    $13,104.00 (subject to change)  
Textbooks:     $600.00 (estimated cost) 
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What is the TIP program schedule?  
 

 Sample Schedule   
Orientation week on campus  August 8-12  
Early experiences in schools  August 15-26 
TIP coursework begins   August 29 daily 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Labor Day  September 5 
Thanksgiving Holidays  November 24 - 25   
Christmas Holidays  December 19 – January 2 
TIP coursework resumes  January 3 
Internships begin in schools; evening seminars begin  January 30 – May 1 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Mondays for 
elementary, Tuesdays for secondary (at 
times, sessions will be combined) 
January 17 – May 6 

Spring vacation  To be determined by the school where 
you serve as a “Teacher Intern” 

TIP Field Day   May 4 
TIP Ceremony/Graduation  May 5 

 
 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS AVAILABLE  
Student loans  
To apply for the Federal Stafford Loan you must first complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), which is available on-line atwww.fafsa.ed.gov (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/). We suggest that you 
secure a US Department of Education PIN (personal identification number) at www.pin.ed.gov 
(http://www.pin.ed.gov/) before you complete the FAFSA. You will likely receive your PIN within 24 hours. 
You will then be able to sign your FAFSA electronically and submit everything in one step. The school code for 
Anderson University is 001785. The Office of Student Financial Services will receive your FAFSA information 
electronically.  Upon receipt of your FAFSA information and acceptance into TIP, an award letter will be 
mailed to you indicating your eligibility for Federal Stafford Loan funds. The maximum a degree seeking 
graduate student can borrow is $20,500 in subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford Loans. There are also Graduate 
PLUS loans available (approximately $6,600). Additional steps will need to be taken to actually secure the loan 
proceeds. This information will be provided to you in the award notification. For billing questions or for 
assistance with loan applications contact Nelda Ely, Financial Aid Counselor via e-mail at nlely@anderson.edu 
or by calling (765) 641-4368.  
 
In order to apply for financial aid you must complete the FAFSA form: 
 www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 Anderson University's federal code is 001785.  
 Request a PIN # first. You should receive a response with a PIN # within 24 hours. You would then be 

able to complete the FAFSA information and sign it electronically.  
 
If you would like to discuss your payment or aid options please contact Nelda Ely:  

e-mail nlely@anderson.edu or telephone number 765-641-4368 or toll free 1-800-421-1026 
 
What else should I consider? 
To enhance your preparation and eligibility for the transition to teaching experience, it is recommended that you 
participate in instructional opportunities with students.  Also, it is advisable to apply for a substitute teaching 
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license at your nearest school corporation.  The license will be helpful as you work in schools during the TIP 
program. 

 
What are the requirements for admission into the program?  
 An initial interview following a review of transcripts. 
 

 Completed Anderson University’s Teach for Indiana Program “Application for Admission”. 
 

 An application fee made payable to Anderson University must accompany the “Application for 
Admission” form.  This processing fee is non-refundable and is not included in the tuition cost. 

 

 Transcripts (originals only) from all colleges/universities attended. Candidates must have a four-year 
baccalaureate degree B.A. or B.S. from an accredited institution of higher education with a GPA of 3.0 
overall and in their major area of study or a GPA of 2.5 overall and in their major, with five years of 
professional experience.  

 
 A resume 
 

 Adult Criminal History Report from the Indiana State Police.  
Note: Reports are only valid for one year from date of request and must be renewed yearly. 

 
 A writing sample describing the sequence of events which have brought you into the decision to pursue 
the goal of becoming a licensed teacher in Indiana.  This short essay (500 words or less) should be 
entitled: “Why I Want To Become a Licensed Teacher”.  In the upper left hand corner on three lines, 
using single spacing provide: Your Name, Date, Teach for Indiana Program.  Thereafter, please use 1½ 
line-spacing, one inch margins and 12 pt. font.  Essays may be submitted via e-mail as attachments.   
 
 Three letters of recommendation from professional educators or previous employers who know you 
well.  Letters should be printed on school/business letterhead, dated, and addressed “To Whom It May 
Concern”.  
 

 Report of official passing scores on the PRAXIS tests: 
1. Elementary candidates (K-5): PRAXIS I 
2. Secondary candidates (6-12): PRAXIS I and II 
 
 Once all of these requirements have been met, a personal interview is required for final selection into 
the Teach for Indiana Program.  

 
 
Please contact the School of Education for an application packet: 765-641-4400 
 

The application packet should be submitted to: 
Anderson University 
School of Education 

1100 East Fifth Street 
Anderson, IN 46012-3495 
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Criminal History Report 
 
Any person who will spend a minimum of one hour in a school building is required to have a current Criminal 
History Report. These reports are only effective for one year after the date issued.  Therefore, hold off on 
requesting this report until the first week in May or later so that your report will not expire when you are in the 
middle of student teaching next year.  
 
A Criminal History Report Form is included in the information packet we mail to prospective students. 
 
Directions for Criminal History Report: 
 
Front page 
1. Fill in top section of the form about yourself. 
2. In the small box on the left entitled Requester check the box for SELF. 
 
Back page 
1. Place an X in the parentheses for the FULL (just after $10.00). 
2. Follow the instructions entitled Review Challenge even though it doesn’t seem to apply to you, this is 

the section of the form that you need to follow for the TIP program. 
3. Follow the instructions for either section 1 or 2.  Whichever way you choose, you will have to have your 

fingerprints taken.  If you select section 1 and go in person, the address of where you will go is listed at 
the very bottom of the back page.  Your fingerprints will be taken at that time.  

3. Sign and date as indicated.  If you  
4. Follow the payment instructions as stated.  NO PERSONAL CHECKS. 
 
The results will be directly sent to you in about a week to ten days.  
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